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Everest Summiteers
Summit 2026
The Everest Summiteers Summit 2026 took place on 27 May at
The Soaltee Kathmandu. Climbers, policymakers, conservation
experts, tourism leaders, diplomats, and media were all
present. The discussions mainly centered on the future of the
Himalaya and how protection of the mountain environment
can be strengthened in 
practical terms.

Opening and Key
Moments
The day opened with remarks from the Minister for
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation. He spoke about
Nepal’s position between conservation
responsibilities and  the realities faced by mountain
communities who rely on tourism.

The timing of the event aligned with Everest Week and also
marked 73 years since the first successful ascent of Mount
Everest by Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay Sherpa. That
anniversary was acknowledged throughout the day, although
attention gradually shifted toward broader concerns around
sustainability and the direction of mountain tourism in Nepal.
About 600 people attended the summit which included nearly
200 Everest summiteers from 22 countries

One of the early gatherings was the Presidential
Breakfast with Everest summiteers. Climbers met
the President of Nepal in a setting that stayed
relatively informal with most describing it as a quiet
acknowledgment rather than a staged program.

Later in the day, participants came together for an
oath-taking segment focused on safer and more
responsible mountaineering. It was presented as a
collective commitment, although the tone in the
room stayed closer to reflective than ceremonial.
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Panel
Discussions
Three panel sessions shaped a large part of the day’s
discussions, each moving in a slightly different direction but
staying tied to the same broader theme of mountains and 
responsibility

Voices from the
Stage
There wasn’t a single dominant narrative running through the sessions.
Instead, it moved between perspectives. Representatives from the Nepal
Tourism Board spoke alongside expedition leaders, international climbers,
and researchers, each focusing on slightly different pressures shaping
mountain tourism today. Some spoke about safety and infrastructure,
others about changing visitor behavior and the growing strain on high-
altitude routes.

A special talk titled “Hearing the Inspirations” by He Jing stood out for
many attendees. Her journey in high-altitude mountaineering and her
achievements on the world’s highest peaks added a deeply personal
dimension to the event.

The stage line-up brought together a mix of keynote speeches and
shorter talks, with people coming in from different corners of tourism,
research, technology, and mountaineering.

The first one centered on women in mountaineering.
Climbers who have spent years in high-altitude
environments spoke about safety, recognition, and access in
a field that is still very uneven in many ways. The
conversation didn’t frame it as a fixed issue with fixed
answers. It moved between progress and the gaps that still
remain. Experience, preparation, and support systems kept
coming up, especially when participants reflected 
on what has changed compared to earlier years.

PANEL IPANEL I
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Recognition and
Awards

The second panel was more grounded. It looked at risk, resilience, and what achievement actually means in modern expeditions. Stories from the field came through strongly
here, particularly around decision-making in harsh conditions and how quickly situations can shift in high altitude. There was also a recurring point about how commercial
climbing has changed the nature of Everest, and why preparedness and responsibility matter more now than ever with increasing traffic on the routes.

The final discussion shifted into conservation and climate finance in
mountain regions. Experts spoke about how quickly conditions in the
Himalaya are changing and how uneven the response still is when it
comes to funding and long-term planning. The conversation stayed
practical for the most part, focusing oncommunity involvement, gaps
in resources, and the fact that environmental challenges in the region
rarely stop at national borders.

PANEL IIPANEL II

PANEL IIIPANEL III

Several climbers and contributors received recognition for their
achievements and long�term work in mountaineering and expedition
leadership. Some were honored for years spent in high-altitude
climbing and rescue operations, while others were acknowledged for
improvements in expedition equipment and support systems. The
awards covered both individual contributions and broader technical
progress in the field.
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Partnerships and
Collaboration
The summit also placed attention on collaboration between Nepali
institutions, international organizations, conservation groups, and
aviation partners. These partnerships were formally acknowledged
during the program, but the main point stayed consistent throughout:
challenges in the mountains do not sit within a single organization or
country, and require shared effort across sectors.

Closing Note
By the end of the day, the atmosphere had shifted from formal sessions to informal conversations among climbers, researchers, and organizers. Different backgrounds,
different countries, and different experiences, but a shared understanding that the Himalaya is changing fast. 

The Everest Summiteers Summit 2026 didn’t feel like just an event. It felt more like an ongoing conversation that is still farfrom finished.
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